IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1-10 and add claim 1 1 as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: Method for th e manag e ment of 
s ubscrib e r functions, said m e thod b e ing us e d to manag e subscrib e r functions in a 
t e l e communication n e twork (1), said subscrib e r functions b e ing stor e d in r e cords (2), th e 
m e thod comprising th e st e ps of: 

- defining one or more default function sets, each default function set comprising one 
or more subscriber functions of a digital telephone exchange defined as default functions; 

- partitioning subscribers of said digital telephone exchange into default subscribers 
and special subscribers, said default subscribers being those subscribers whose subscriber 
functions correspond to one of said default function sets, and said special subscribers being 
those subscribers whose subscriber functions do not correspond to any of said default 
function sets; 

- storing subscriber functions consistent with said default function sets in default data 

records f2°V£ ^ 2 m )of a subscriber database , each single default data record being 

common to a plurality of default subscribers whose subscriber functions correspond to the 
subscriber functions in the default data record concerned; 

- storing subscriber functions for each special subscriber in subscriber-specific data 

records f2*-2 2 2 N 4 of a subscriber database, each subscriber-specific data record being 

specific to the special subscriber concerned; 

- reading the subscriber functions for each default subscriber of said plurality of 
default subscribers_from the default data record (S 0 ^ 04 - , 2 m ) concerned; and 

-2- 



- reading the subscriber functions for each special subscriber from the subscriber- 
specific data record (2V2 a , 2 N ) for the subscriber concerne d; and 

managing subscriber functions in the telecommunication network by using subscriber 
functions read from the default data record and from the subscriber-specific data record . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim U further comprising providing 
M e thod as d e fin e d in claim 1, charact e riz e d in that data indicating whether the subscriber is a 
default subscriber or a special subscriber is provid e d in conjunction with the telephone 
number of the subscriber. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim L further comprising providing 
performing a check. M e thod as d e fin e d in claim L charact e riz e d in that 

- when changes are made in the subscriber functions for a special subscribe r;, a ch e ck 
is p e rform ed to establish whether the changed functions correspond to any one of the default 
function sets; and 

- redefining, if the changed functions correspond to one of the default function sets, 
then the special subscriber concerned is r e d e fin e d as a default subscriber. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim L wherein M e thod as d e fin e d in claim 
1, charact e riz e d in that the subscriber functions for a special subscriber are not stored in a 
subscriber specific data record (£Vs a ,..., 2 N ) until one of said functions is activated for use. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein M e thod as d e fin e d in claim 
1, characteriz e d in that the default definitions are subscriber type-specific. 

6. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: Syst e m for th e manag e m e nt of 
subscriber function s , said syst e m comprising a t e l e communication n e twork (1), th e 
subscrib e r functions for subscrib e rs in said telecommunication n e twork b e ing manag e d, and 
said syst e m furth e r comprising a numb e r of r e cords (2), in which said subscriber functions 
ar e stor e d, charact e riz e d in that 

- th e syst e m comprises one or more default data records (2°V2 ^,..., 2 m ), in which 
subscriber functions consistent with default function sets are stored and from which the 
subscriber functions for default subscribers are read, each single default data record being 
common to a plurality of default subscribers whose subscriber functions correspond to the 
subscriber functions in the default data record concerned; 

- th e syst e m comprises one or more subscriber-specific data records (2V^ 2 ,..., 2 N ), in 
which the subscriber functions for each special subscriber are stored and from which they are 
rea d; and 

a managing unit configured to manage subscriber functions of subscribers in a 
telecommunications network with the one or more subscriber-specific data records and the 
one or more default data records . 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, comprising a unit configured to 
providg Syst e m as d e fined in claim 6 charact e riz e d in that the syst e m compris e s m e ans (1) by 
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which data indicating whether the subscriber is a default subscriber or a special subscriber is 
provid e d in conjunction with the telephone number of the subscriber. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, comprising a checking unit 
configured to check Svst e m as d e fin e d in claim 6, charact e riz e d in that system compris e s 
m e ans (1) by which, when the subscriber functions for a special subscriber are changed, a 
ch e ck i s p e rform e d t o establish whether the changed functions correspond to any one of the 
default function sets and by which a special subscriber is redefined as a default subscriber if 
the changed functions correspond to one of the default function sets. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein Syst e m as d e fin e d in 
claim 6, charact e riz e d in that in that t he subscriber functions for a special subscriber are not 
stored in a subscriber specific data r ecord (aVa *,..., 2 N ) until one of the functions in question 
is activated for use. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, comprising a checking unit 
configured to check Syst e m as d e fin e d in claim 6. charact e rized in that the default definitions 
are subscriber type-specific. 

11. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 
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defining means for defining one or more default function sets, each default function 
set comprising one or more subscriber functions of a digital telephone exchange defined as 
default functions; 

partitioning means for partitioning subscribers of said digital telephone exchange into 
default subscribers and special subscribers, said default subscribers being those subscribers 
whose subscriber functions correspond to one of said default function sets, and said special 
subscribers being those subscribers whose subscriber functions do not correspond to any of 
said default function sets; 

storing means for storing subscriber functions consistent with said default function 
sets in default data records of a subscriber database, each single default data record being 
common to a plurality of default subscribers whose subscriber functions correspond to the 
subscriber functions in the default data record concerned; 

storing means for storing subscriber functions for each special subscriber in 
subscriber-specific data records of a subscriber database, each subscriber-specific data record 
being specific to the special subscriber concerned; 

reading means for reading the subscriber functions for each default subscriber of said 
plurality of default subscribers from the default data record concerned; 

reading means for reading the subscriber functions for each special subscriber from 
the subscriber-specific data record for the subscriber concerned; and 

managing means for managing subscriber functions in the telecommunication 
network by using subscriber functions read from the default data record and from the 
subscriber-specific data record. 
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